County Councillor Report
Chinnor division
2"d December 2025

Cllr Georgina Heritage

What I’'ve been doing - Meetings and Council Activity

I've been following up on the Traffic Advisory Committee suggestion, and | have the
agenda from the most recent Abingdon Town traffic committee (attached) so that
parish councils can get a flavour of what’s discussed at these meetings. I've also
been given contact details for someone at Faringdon Town Council who may be able
to offer advice in the setting up. | will engage all clerks for those parishes in the
division that have expressed an interest, and we could then collectively email OCC
Place officers and the Faringdon Town council contact, to get the ball rolling.

| have received several emails from parents in Chinnor regarding the inconsistency of
the 322 bus service to Icknield College. This follows a recent similar situation in
Sydenham, to which OCC officers responded but red Rose Travel did not reply to my
correspondence. | have taken this up with the relevant cabinet member, including
the matter of Red Rose Travel’s insufficient or lack of response to both parents and
myself. It’s not acceptable for children to be made regularly late for school through
no fault of their own, and I’'m now awaiting a full response about this issue which I'll
report back to parents and the parish council.

A Towersey resident contacted me about bus services and the lack of regularity,
which as a Lewknor resident | have every sympathy with on a personal level. | took
this up with officers and, perhaps as expected, | was advised that budgets are fully
committed and officers can’t immediately see a viable way of increasing
conventional bus service to Towersey without also cutting off or reducing service to
some other areas of Thame, or making other journeys excessively long or reduced in
frequency. | also suggested that rural communities often feel ignored and/or
neglected and to this | received the following response:

"No-one is ignoring rural communities, and from a very low base in 2019 we now
have a situation where every parish with a population of 500+ has access to some
form of scheduled bus service — and indeed, so do the majority of parishes with a
population less than 500. There is also the Council’s own Comet community transport
scheme; other community transport services also operate to Towersey and we have



an annual directory detailing these. However, unfortunately there is simply not the
funding available to offer comprehensive services to every village".

| was interested to learn about the Comet community transport scheme, which may
offer a useful solution at times for those of us in rural villages. Details about the
Comet scheme can be found here:
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/transport-and-travel/public-transport/accessible-
transport/bookable-transport

Also, the latest community transport directory is here:
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/sites/default/files/file/roads-and-
transport/OxfordshireCommunityTransportDirectory-RegionalListofProviders.pdf

| was honoured to lay a wreath on behalf of the County Council at Chinnor’s
Remembrance Service on 9™ November and was moved by the large attendance
from Chinnor’s community, and humbled by the service and sacrifice of those who
have suffered and lost their lives through the horrors of war. | would like to thank
Chinnor Parish Council for organising such a dignified and respectful service, as well
as the RBL and all those who volunteered their time, including the Chinnor Silver
Band which led the parade. Thanks also to St Andrews Church for such a poignant
service after the parade. A day of reflection and commemoration, reminding us of
the importance of community, peace and reconciliation.

Full council was on 4" November and | was hopeful that two motions from our group
would be heard... one on community cohesion (which | was registered to speak to)
and one on OCC responsibility for weeding/verges (which is relevant to all towns and
villages). Unfortunately the timing didn’t allow for more than one motion to be
heard and | felt it was a real shame that, as result, the council meeting was
ultimately focused on Oxford-centric matters. We have full council again on 9t
December and are resubmitting the above motions.

In local casework | have assisted with a local school place for a Chinnor family and |
am inevitably dealing with many ongoing Highways issues in all parishes!

| sat on two Overview & Scrutiny committees: Education & Young People in which
we considered attainment and attainment gaps in Oxfordshire, a report on the
fostering service, and the virtual school annual report; and People in which we
considered transition to adulthood for supported young people, inequalities in the
county, and the findings of the Care Quality Commission Report.


https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/transport-and-travel/public-transport/accessible-transport/bookable-transport
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/transport-and-travel/public-transport/accessible-transport/bookable-transport
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/sites/default/files/file/roads-and-transport/OxfordshireCommunityTransportDirectory-RegionalListofProviders.pdf
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/sites/default/files/file/roads-and-transport/OxfordshireCommunityTransportDirectory-RegionalListofProviders.pdf

Nearly 70,000 drainage gullies cleaned since April

Work is being stepped up to make sure every highway drainage gully in Oxfordshire is
cleaned and emptied this year. In April, Oxfordshire County Council began its enhanced
programme to clean nearly 145,000 highway gullies and manholes by the end of March
2026. By the end of October, 67,000 gullies had been emptied.

The £2.6 million programme is taking place after an additional £1.5m investment to improve
highway drainage was approved in the council’s 2025/26 budget. The programme is being
delivered by the council’s highways contractor M Group and specialist operator Drainline.

To meet the ambitious target of cleaning every gully in the county in 12 months, the number
of crews has doubled from six to 12, working two different shifts to maximise the efficiency
of the gully tankers and make use of quieter roads in some locations during the evenings.
Silt is removed from the drains using suction pipes and then they are cleaned with high
pressure jets of water. Some have required digging out by hand where a lot of silt has
accumulated.

Drain cleaning was previously carried out on a four-year cycle, although high priority drains —
such as those in areas most at risk of flooding and on high-speed roads — were cleaned more
regularly.

The funding is being used to empty gullies, carry out improved drainage management, and
repair the infrastructure connecting the gullies to the outlets. Improving drainage also helps
protect roads by getting water off the surfaces, reducing the risk of potholes forming during
freezing weather. While gully clearing is important in reducing surface water, no drainage
system is designed to cope with instances of extreme rainfall like Oxfordshire experienced in
September 2024, when a month’s worth of rain fell in just 36 hours.

Motorists are asked to make sure their vehicles are not blocking access to drains when the
work is due to take place, and to take care when driving past gully emptying operations.
Around 2,500 drainage gullies were unable to be cleaned when visited so far this year
because they were blocked by vehicles. Drivers are asked to lookout for signs letting them
know when work is taking place.

All tankers are equipped with asset management software that will collect accurate data on
all drainage in the county and ensure efficient planning for future programmes.

The technology also records any drain or gully that cannot be accessed, for example due to a
car being parked over it or a stuck cover. This ensures a revisit can be scheduled or repair
works prioritised.



A schedule, which can be viewed on the council’s website, is in place for the tankers to travel
all around the county to complete the programme. However, the teams will still react to
urgent incidents of blockages or flooding.

Residents can report blocked drains and gullies through Fix My Street, which is available on
Oxfordshire County Council’s website.

New scheme to minimise impact of disruptive roadworks is approved

The length of time spent on roadworks and when they take place is to be targeted now that
Oxfordshire County Council has been given government permission to introduce a lane
rental scheme (LRS). Utility firms such as water, electricity, gas, broadband providers, plus
developers and other companies often intervene on road networks in Oxfordshire and
elsewhere leading to delays and congestion. A lane rental scheme allows a highway
authority to charge per day for work, restricted to the busiest roads at the busiest times.

Such schemes already operate in London, Kent, Surrey and West Sussex and government
evaluations have shown each to be an effective way to reduce the duration of work and the
impact of resulting congestion on the busiest parts of road networks.

As Cllr Andrew Gant is quoted, “Whether as pedestrians, cyclists, motorists or nearby
residents, we are all familiar with the frustration of the sudden arrival of utilities companies
to dig up the roads and create severe problems on the network.

“The work is very often emergency-related and councils have no option to agree to it given
that otherwise people’s homes and businesses would potentially be cut off from water,
electricity or other essentials.

“However, it is in everyone’s interests for these utilities to minimise their impacts and a lane
rental scheme is one such way. If they know they are going to be charged for the length of
time they spend there, it is an incentive to complete the job as expeditiously as possible”.

The LRS would encourage those working on the highway to prioritise off-peak hours and to
complete the work as quickly as possible to reduce their costs. Any surplus money raised by
the council would be used to help manage and improve the highway network.

The council has been operating a permit scheme for road and street works since 2020 and
receives about 30,000 requests a year. These requests are coordinated, inspected, and
enforced to reduce the impact on the travelling public.


https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/transport-and-travel/roadworks/how-we-maintain-our-roads#paragraph-16373
https://fixmystreet.oxfordshire.gov.uk/?utm_source=FURL-1&utm_medium=reporting&utm_term=nil&utm_content=&utm_campaign=reporting

However, the permit scheme charges only allow council costs to be recovered and, unlike
LRS, doesn’t allow the council to impose specific charges to discourage those requesting to
work on the busiest roads at the busiest times.

The benefits of an LRS include:

e encouraging collaborative working between works promoters

e improving the quality of work (to avoid return fees)

e works are undertaken outside of key times

e working smarter will reduce the time taken to complete works, including better use
of technology.

Core principles of the scheme will include charging for working during peak hours. The
council’s own roadworks will not be exempt from the charges. Roughly nine per cent of the
highway network would be liable for charges, based on factors such as traffic volume and
bus frequency.

Any surplus income arising from the scheme must be invested back into the highway
network to help improve the operation and management of it.

Investments can be delivered by both the county council and works promoters who have
paid into the scheme and will be determined by a joint panel spanning both local authority
and utility companies with an independent chair in line with Department for Transport
regulations.

Drivers who flout parking rules face fines in clampdown

Motorists who break parking restrictions are being warned they risk being fined as part of a
new crackdown on irresponsible drivers. OCC’s civil parking enforcement officers will be
targeting more areas, including the market towns, where repeated incidents of rule breaking
have been identified.

More officers will be seen in areas where new controlled parking zones and restrictions have
recently been implemented. They will also be patrolling in response to a perceived increase
in dangerous and inconsiderate parking. This includes on double yellow lines, outside
schools during drop-off and pick-up times, and by non-residents parking in residents’ bays.

The council enforces permit holder parking and on-street pay and display parking. It also
enforces parking on double and single yellow lines; limited waiting bays; loading bays; zig-
zag markings at schools (if restrictions apply); pedestrian crossings; double parking (parking
too far from the kerb); blue badge bays; taxi ranks; bus lanes and stops; and across dropped
kerbs where there's a crossing point.



People can report these offences through the county council’s website, or by phoning
parking contractor Trellint's control room at 0345 337 1138 (option 3).

Drivers caught breaking the rules can receive a penalty charge notice for £70 or £50,
depending on the offence.

The police are responsible for dealing with dangerously parked vehicles, including where
there are no parking restrictions in place, such as on bends, brows of hills, and junctions, or

obstruction offences — such as on a pavement with no parking restrictions.

The public can report these issues to the police by calling 101.

Changes to how household waste recycling centres operate are approved

Changes to the way Oxfordshire’s seven household waste recycling centres (HWRCs) will
operate have been approved. On 18th November) OCC’s cabinet agreed the
recommendations which include changes to opening hours, although these will not come
into effect until late 2027.

Oxfordshire’s HWRCs are currently open 63 hours a week (8am to 5pm daily), and this will
remain the case until winter 2027. From then onwards, summer opening hours (1 April - 30
September) will be 9am to 5pm (56 hours a week), and winter (1 October - 31 March)
opening will be from 9am to 4pm (49 hours).

In addition to Christmas Day, Boxing Day and New Year’s Day when all sites close, from
winter 2027 sites shall also be closed on Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve.

The amended opening hours still compare favourably to those in many other parts of the
country and are in line with feedback provided by the public. More than 5,800 people
provided feedback in a public consultation in the summer that guided the proposals.

Other changes that will come into force from early 2026, alongside the introduction of a
booking system, which was approved in 2024, include:

e The requirement for customers to separate all recyclable material from any unsorted
mixed waste brought to HWRCs. Having all waste sorted prior to attending an HWRC
is preferred, although on-site sorting areas will be provided.

e Customers from outside Oxfordshire will be charged £15 per visit per vehicle.

e Updates to the procedure for acceptance of cement bonded asbestos, including the
addition of this waste stream to the list of chargeable items

e Updates to the current van and trailer permit scheme, which will not affect the
majority of customers.



https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/transport-and-travel/parking/illegal-parking
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/waste-and-recycling/household-waste/household-waste-recycling-centres/find-recycling-centre
https://news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/recycling-centre-booking-system/
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/waste-and-recycling/household-waste/diy-waste-charges

Unlike many other parts of the country, including neighbouring areas, Oxfordshire does not
currently limit the use of HWRCs to county residents only. In other areas, fees can range
from £94.50 for a medium sized car boot full in Buckinghamshire to £10 per visit in Kent.

The council has a situation where Oxfordshire residents are prevented from using
neighbouring authority facilities, while their residents are still able to use those in
Oxfordshire — leading to increased service costs for Oxfordshire County Council.

The introduction of a reasonable fee for residents from outside of Oxfordshire will help the

council to meet those extra costs, without ruling out access altogether for residents residing
outside of Oxfordshire who may live close to its HWRCs.

An update on the Kidlington Waste Incident

On Thursday 20th October Environment Secretary, Emma Reynolds, met with Environment Agency
Chief Executive, Philip Duffy to discuss the multi-agency response. During the meeting, the secretary
described the situation as appalling and urged the agency to take every possible step to identify and
prosecute those responsible.

The Environment Agency (EA) declared the case a critical incident, named Operation Nation, and is
progressing the investigation along several lines of inquiry.

Additional officers have been deployed to manage the site and support the investigation, working
closely with us, the fire service and the police.

Following a site visit by the EA on Friday 21st November attended by OCC and Cherwell District
Council officers, a number of steps are being taken to secure the site and reduce the risks of waste
entering the river and wider environment.

Key actions include:

e A physical barrier being built (sandbag containment bunding adjacent to River Cherwell
and containment fencing on western boundary), commencing yesterday, 24 November.

e 24-hour on-site security which the county council, in the first instance, has supplied on
behalf of the EA.

e Atemporary boom is already in place (across adjacent watercourse), and there is
currently no evidence of waste breakdown. Water quality testing is ongoing. EA teams
are carrying out an extensive sampling process to establish what substances are in the
waste.

More information:
e You can find out more about the investigation on the environment agency’s website.
e Environment Agency’s blog

An arrest has been made as part of the environment agencies investigation. Further details can be
found online.


https://engageenvironmentagency.uk.engagementhq.com/thames-regulated-industry-sites
https://environmentagency.blog.gov.uk/2025/11/19/how-were-tackling-illegal-waste-dumping-and-protecting-our-environment/
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/individual-arrested-in-connection-with-kidlington-illegal-waste-dumping

Primary school application process opens in Oxfordshire

Parents and carers of children born between 1 September 2021 and 31 August 2022 can
now apply for their children to attend a primary school for September 2026.

Last year in Oxfordshire, 94.59 per cent of primary school children were allocated their first
preference school.

There are currently over 50,000 primary pupils in Oxfordshire and over 230 primary schools.

Clir Sean Gaul, OCC’s Cabinet Member for Children, Education and Young People’s Services,
confirms “Our school admissions team will always do their very best to meet parental
preference where possible. However, please do name four schools. This will not make it less
likely that your first preference will be offered. However, it does reduce the risk of all
preferences being unsuccessful and your child being allocated a place at a school that is not
named on their list.

“I encourage you to please apply on time because late applications will be processed later in
the year and are far less likely to secure places at preferred schools than applications

received before the deadline.”

Applications should be submitted online at: www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/primaryadmissions

The deadline for submitting completed applications is 15 January 2026. Parents and carers
will then be contacted with the result to their application on National Offer Day, 16 April
2026.

Inspectors find effective progress in Oxfordshire’s SEND services

Ofsted and the Care Quality Commission (CQC) have reported that Oxfordshire’s local area
partnership has taken “effective action” to make improvements in services and support for
children and young people with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND) following
an initial inspection in July 2023.

A monitoring inspection to assess progress began on 15 September and ended with onsite
activity between 29 September and 1 October 2025. Ofsted and CQC found that the local
area partnership has taken effective action in all five areas that were previously identified as
priorities.


http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/primaryadmissions

The review recognised strengthened governance, improved communication and enhanced
opportunities for children, young people and their families to contribute to service planning
and evaluation.

During the monitoring visit, inspectors spoke to local area leaders, parents and carers of
children and young people with SEND, and education, health and social care professionals.
They also met with representatives of the parent carers forum (PCF) and other organised
parent groups, the Department for Education and regional NHS England. They reviewed the
performance of the local area partnership in addressing the priority actions identified at the
initial inspection, including the priority action plan, self-evaluation and a range of evidence.

The inspectors noted that improved systems have been put in place for gathering and acting
on the views of children and young people with SEND. The partnership has strengthened
governance and leadership structures to ensure stable representation of partners and
stakeholders, including the PCF, at the SEND Improvement and Assurance Board to help
shape improvements. Leaders have developed a range of groups and committees that feed
into this board, including the SEND Youth Forum and SEND Together events.

Inspectors recognised that clearer communication structures and increased partnership
working are helping to better meet children’s needs. Professionals and services are working
together more closely and are beginning to improve their use of children and young people’s
views to help plan their support. This is starting to improve experiences for children and
young people with SEND and their families.

The timeliness and quality of education, health and care plans (EHCPs) have improved
overall, with swifter decision making and improved waiting times for needs assessments.

There are clear processes in place to help ensure that children and young people with SEND
only access services that have been quality assured by the local authority. Leaders have
created improved oversight to ensure that children and young people with SEND use
suitable and safe provision that meets their needs more effectively.

School leaders have also benefitted from increased training provided by the partnership. In
some schools, partnership-funded enhanced pathways have been implemented to support
the inclusion of all children and young people with SEND. As a result, many children and
young people’s needs are being more effectively met in mainstream settings.

Successful pilot projects in areas such as speech and language screening were cited as
positive examples of joint commissioning arrangements to enhance services and support for
SEND children and young people. However, concerns were noted in terms of the potential
long-term sustainability of some initiatives.

Inspectors confirmed that partnership leaders now have effective oversight of the progress
and impact of initiatives designed to improve the experiences and outcomes of children and



young people with SEND. The strengthened partnership structure brings together health,
social care, education and parents effectively enabling a move towards more effective
collaborative working. The partnership has stable foundations for improvement, and the
systems to monitor and measure the impacts.

Inspectors made a number of recommendations, encouraging the local area partnership to
continue to expand and strengthen opportunities for children, young people and families to
share their views and influence decisions, particularly for those whose voices are less often
heard.

The report recognised leaders know they have more work to do to build confidence with
families, ensuring their opinions, and those of their children, are integral to future
improvements.

Work must continue to address inconsistencies in communication between education and
health services to provide a truly coordinated approach for all children and young people
with SEND. The inspectors emphasised a need for ongoing consistent quality assurance and
regular reviews of education, health and care plans (EHCPs) so that all children receive
detailed and appropriate support as their needs change.

Ofsted and the Care Quality Commission stressed that while effective action has been taken
by the partnership, continued effort is required to sustain and build on these improvements.
The local area partnership has been asked to update its SEND priority action plan as a result
of the monitoring inspection.

15 Year Plan to improve rail transport in Oxfordshire is approved

Just weeks after it was announced that Oxford’s Cowley Branch Line would reopen to
passengers, an ambitious plan to improve rail transport and connectivity across Oxfordshire
and the wider region over the next 15 years has been approved.

Oxfordshire County Council’s cabinet have adopted the OxRail 2040: Plan for Rail, which was
developed with stakeholders, including the rail industry, and followed a public consultation.

OxRail 2040 proposes a wide range of interventions, but at the heart of it are four priorities
that are critical to achieving the overarching vision of a modern, inclusive and sustainable
railway:

1. An Oxfordshire Metro: creating an integrated transport network that brings together
rail, bus, walking and cycling in a better co-ordinated and seamless user-centred
travel offer.

2. Electrification: building a zero-carbon rail network for Oxfordshire, anchored by the
‘electric freight spine’.
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https://news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cowley-branch-line-to-be-reopened-with-two-new-stations-for-oxford/
https://news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/have-your-say-on-future-of-rail/

3. Oxford railway station: increasing capacity to support more services across the
county, improving its mobility links and upgrading its appearance and facilities.

4. Five proposed new stations: at Oxford Cowley, Oxford Littlemore, Begbroke,
Wantage & Grove and Ardley to support growth.

Additional opportunities include continuing to support community rail initiatives and the
need for a mass rapid transit option for the Oxford-Witney-Carterton corridor consistent
with the emerging local plans for growth.

The plan also calls for the upgrading of rail lines to increase passenger services and support
freight routes to remove HGVs from our roads.

The continued development of East West Rail, proposals to upgrade of all the county’s
existing 23 railway stations, and calls for the restoration of double track on the North
Cotswold line to Hanborough are also among the priority projects highlighted in OxRail
2040.

The requirement to develop and adopt a new rail plan is set out in the council’s local
transport and connectivity plan. It is also expected to help ensure the county is well placed
to unlock funding opportunities for travel and growth when they arise.

Oxfordshire unveils ambitious local nature recovery strategy

Oxfordshire has today launched its local nature recovery strategy (LNRS) —an ambitious,
evidence-led roadmap influenced by local people and organisations.

Since 2023, Oxfordshire County Council has been working in partnership to reverse the
decline of wildlife, restoring habitats, and ensuring that coordinated nature recovery is
embedded in Oxfordshire’s future. Partner organisations span nature conservation, farming,
forestry, rural and local businesses, local authorities, education, and community groups.

The LNRS is designed to restore and reconnect the county’s natural environment to build
local resilience against flooding and climate change to benefit for generations to come.

Over many montbhs, this partnership has met people, listened to local priorities and crafted a
set of targeted actions. These include an innovative, interactive map that guides nature
recovery efforts to areas that could become particularly important for biodiversity, offering
every corner of Oxfordshire the chance to play its part in this collective endeavour.

The development of the strategy has been a collaborative journey. From the outset, there

has been a deep commitment to drawing on the knowledge, passion and vision of
Oxfordshire’s local people and organisations.
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https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/transport-and-travel/connecting-oxfordshire/ltcp
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/transport-and-travel/connecting-oxfordshire/ltcp
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/environment-and-planning/local-nature-recovery-strategy-lnrs

The engagement process was extensive, culminating in a formal public consultation that
generated more than 2,000 responses to the strategy documents and the pioneering
mapping tool. The outcome was overwhelmingly positive, with communities, stakeholders
and individuals voicing support for the direction and priorities set out in the strategy.

Since the consultation, the LNRS has further developed the documents and map to improve
the strategy further and the final version is now live.

The strategy is now expected to be used by funding bodies, local authorities, planners and
other investors in nature to focus their funding, support and finance towards those locations
and actions that could offer the greatest benefits for nature.

To ensure Oxfordshire’s nature recovery ambitions are realised and remain relevant, the
strategy is underpinned by a strong commitment to monitoring and evaluation.

Oxfordshire County Council will be responsible for tracking, assessing and reporting on the
progress of nature recovery actions across the county. Over the next three to 10 years, in
line with government requirements, the strategy and its interactive map will be formally
reviewed and republished, enabling adaptation to changing local habitats, evolving
community priorities and the latest scientific data.

This ongoing process of evaluation will ensure the strategy continues to deliver real and
lasting benefits for people and nature alike.

More information, including the LNRS map, are available on Oxfordshire County Council’s
website.
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https://news.oxfordshire.gov.uk/people-in-oxfordshire-urged-to-have-their-say-on-local-nature-recovery/
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/ea43e0bc07c044ef8ca4b16803c5e59c
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/environment-and-planning/local-nature-recovery-strategy

